Immature cerebellar astrocytoma in an infant.
A case of immature cerebellar astrocytoma in a 1 year and 4 months-old girl was described. The tumor consisted mainly of closely packed relatively uniform round cells with prominent intervening capillaries. Although tumor cells showed negative GFA (glial fibrillary acidic protein) immunoreactivity, demonstration of occasional bundles of 10 nm intermediate filaments (glial filaments) in cytoplasm on electron microscopy confirmed the diagnosis of astrocytoma. Differential diagnosis to hemangioblastoma, astroblastoma, and primitive neuroectodermal tumor was discussed.